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THE 4TH LONDON INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL OF SCIENCE FICTION AND FANTASTIC FILM




December 16, 2004 – London. UK

for immediate release
SCI-FI-LONDON announces 4th year line-up
We are proud to announce our fourth year line-up for the UK’s international science fiction and fantastic film festival.

WORLD PREMIERE:

SLIPSTREAM (USA 2004, Dir: David van Eyssen)

Stars: Sean Astin (Lord of the Rings), Vinnie Jones (Two Smoking Barrels) and Ivana Milicevic (Paycheck)
Professor Conway (Astin) who lost his funding plots a bank robbery based around his newest invention - a time travel gadget that will send its user 10 minutes into the past.  Everything goes according to plan until a group of violent thieves arrive, lead by the notorious Winston Briggs (Jones), they've planned their heist for the same day. 
Chaos ensues as Conway and Sarah Tanner (Milicevic), an undercover police officer who has been trailing him, go after the device and find themselves face to face with the volatile Briggs.
Screening: 8.30pm Thursday 3rd February 2005 

EUROPEAN, UK AND LONDON PREMIERES:
CUBE ZERO (Canada 2004, Dir: Ernie Barbarash)
– UK PREMIERE
Welcome to the world of Cube, The first CUBE (1997, Dir: Vincenzo Natali) was a razor-sharp little cult classic, while the CUBE 2: HYPERCUBE (2002, Dir: Andrzej Sekula) offered gruesome gore. So where does the third instalment, CUBE ZERO, take us? – Why back to the beginning.  
CUBE ZERO is a clever, creepy, and inventive thriller.  Fans of the series will be thrilled to learn about the "other side" of the Cube's purpose. Do we finally get answers to all the questions?  This movie is the darkest and most sinister of the franchise.
ABLE EDWARDS (USA 2004, Dir: Graham Robertson)
– UK PREMIERE
On his death, Abel Edwards, a billionaire entertainment mogul, is cryogenically frozen, hoping to live again in some distant future.  Decades later they still cannot bring him back but the Corporation decide to clone him, hoping to revive their failing fortunes – but is this Abel able?

Steven Soderbergh (Traffic, Ocean’s Eleven) heard about this movie - shot on miniDV entirely against a green screen and was so intrigued he became the Executive Producer.  A year later this feature film had been “made on a Mac” – is this the future for “home entertainment” 
LADY DEATH (USA 2004, Dir: Andrew Orjuela)
– UK PREMIERE
Based on a comic book series this is an entirely US produced Animé.  Hope is an innocent young woman living who has no idea her father is actually Lucifer.  When the town priest discovers his secret, Lucifer escapes to Hell, leaving his daughter behind to pay for his evil.

She is given a choice - join her father in Hell, or be burned at the stake as a witch - she quickly learns why her father is "The Lord of Lies". Betrayed, beaten, and left for dead, Hope's soul undergoes a transformation.  She becomes vengeance incarnate, a being with awesome powers, and a strong fighting prowess.  She is now "Lady Death” and woe to any demon that stands in her way.

SAVING STAR WARS (USA 2004, Dir: Gary Wood)
– UK PREMIERE

Woody’s Son is terminally ill. They both have precious memories of seeing the Star Wars movies with each other. His Son makes a last request for his Father to continue to go see the movies without him and remember him when he does.  Woody goes to a massive Star Wars convention with his best friend (Hank) to try and hand-deliver a letter to George Lucas, asking him to never stop making Star Wars movies. 
Made for under $50,000, it has one of the wittiest scripts and most endearing characters seen in a long time. The production quality may be less than 100 percent. But the content is 110.  Stars David Prowse and George Starkey.
David Prowse and Gary Wood will introduce the movie and follow with a Q&A session
PRIMER (USA 2004, Dir: Shane Carruth)
Four techies are seeking venture capital for a machine they're building in the garage.  They are not entirely sure what it does but know it does something, with a bit more funding it could massive – they think.

Two of the friends keep working on the machine and discover that is can alter time.  Only problem is the loops, paradoxes, loose ends and doubles it creates.  So, you can travel through time but not without consequences – should you?

This is an amazing film from first time director Shane Carruth – it is intelligent, thought-provoking and wonderfully paced, expecting the audience to keep up, this is science fiction storytelling at its finest. 

"Primer" won the award for best drama at Sundance 2004.

RECON 2020 (Canada 2004, Dir: Christian Viel)
– UK PREMIERE

An elite squad is prepped for a mission deep behind enemy lines. Their goal is to reconnoitre the disused colony, once there, the squad will find itself face to face with an armoured battle robot, a nightmarish insect swarm, relentless zombies, a savage werewolf, an unstoppable cyborg assassin, a lightning-fast spacecraft, an apocalyptic horde of barbaric scavengers and more. All they have going for them is their guns, their guts and a mouthful of tough-guy talk.

Recon 2020 is an all-dressed, deluxe pizza of the sci-fi action genre. A testament to what wonders can be worked on a shoestring budget.  Made at a fraction of the cost of its Hollywood equivalents, it outdoes most in sheer entertainment value. Recon 2020 gleefully trots out all the iconic elements of the genre—high-tech ordnance and gung-ho tactics, cyberpunk grunge and exquisite monster mayhem. 
THE PURIFIERS (UK 2004, Dir: Richard Jobson)
-LONDON PREMIERE

Gangs run the cities in Scotland’s first martial-arts flick, set in the near future. From the maker of 16 Years Of Alcohol. 

Rejecting a truce masterminded by the mysterious, power-hungry Moses, the Purifiers – a gang of essentially decent people who can, if need be, kick you through a wall – find themselves fair game for the warring factions who control the various zones of a decaying Britain – and must fight to their last breath, simply to survive. Jobson's second feature is a cult-movie, pure and simple: a rapid-fire, action-packed thriller that reclaims the visual flair and kinetic thrills of Hong Kong chop-socky flicks, for these sceptr'd isles. Make no mistake, it's a hell of a ride. 

Richard Jobson's second feature, after the acclaimed 16 Years of Alcohol (EIFF 2003), is a radically different from its predecessor, a determined departure from expectations. A Scottish martial arts movie, its origin lay both in its maker's fondness for Hong Kong chop-socky classics, the choreographed mayhem of King Hu and his ilk, and for US cult classics like The Warriors.
THE MACHINIST (Spain 2004, Dir: Brad Anderson)
Unable to sleep, haunted by visions and a mounting sense of paranoia, a factory worker (played by a frighteningly emaciated Christian Bale) seeks redemption, first in the arms of Stevie (Jennifer Jason Leigh), the hooker who lives downstairs, then with the waitress Marie. But who, exactly, keeps leaving those cryptic notes in his home? And what about his confidante Ivan - who his workmates claim doesn't actually exist? And: whose body's inside his fridge? Steeped in the same dark strain of urban dread as David Fincher's Fight Club and The Game, this is a frightening journey into the subconscious.
STEAMBOY (Japan 2004, Dir: Katsuhiro Otomo)
Best known for his seminal animé movie AKIRA, Otomo brings us one of the most lavish and costly animated films ever.  This sci-fi epic is set in Victorian London, took 10 year to finish and has more than 400 CG shots.

The story tells of a young inventor who ends up possessing a “steam ball” – a new form of energy that can power entire nations.  Soon he has to keep the ball away from corrupt villains whilst saving London from destruction.  Taking much from the movement in “steampunk” novels and games like Space 1899, STEAMBOY is the most amazing piece of animation.

STONERS (Canada 2004, Dir: Rod Bruinooge)
– UK PREMIERE

Imagine playing a game where everything around you is a possible clue to your puzzle, even the things you personally create. Such is the life of Stoners and the Enigma they are pursuing.

'Stoners' is an experimental film which is part puzzle and part documentary. The soundtrack is provided by PINK FLOYD, which represents the first time the band has attached an entire album to a project since The Wall.
TREKKIES 2 (USA 2004, Dir: David Nygard)
– UK PREMIERE 
Part of the SCI-FI-LONDON “stranger than fiction” documentary thread.
Once wasn’t enough! The original Trekkies documentary was shot in 1996, during the 30th anniversary of Star Trek. 7 years later, we’re finding out what’s new in the world of Star Trek fandom – and it is as scary as ever.  The crew travel around the World, talk to 1000s of fans and edit 150 hours of footage to bring this film to you.  Fans are asked about extremism in fandom, when is it appropriate to wear a Star Trek uniform in public, and how is a “normal” fan defined.  Forget Michael Moore, come see the serious issues in the US today.

AUTO DESTRUCT: One man’s obsession with William Shatner (Canada 2005, Dir: James Wilkes) 

– UK PREMIERE
Part of the SCI-FI-LONDON “stranger than fiction” documentary thread.

Bob Rajic is a real guy with a real band called USS Rock’n’Roll. Aside from being just a guy who has a crappy band doing a video for the song “warp factor love”, he also works at a parking lot and tries to pick up Klingon chicks at conventions.   But why was he in a hit-and-run accident?  Does someone want Bob dead? And will Bill Shatner ever answer his phone?  Is this is the strange tale of one man’s obsession or a complete hoax?
SUPER INFRAMAN (Hong Kong 1975, Dir: Hua Shan)

 – UK PREMIERE (and part of the SHAW BROTHER ALL-NIGHTER)
Imagine pint-sized Godzillas fighting the DC Comic superhero "Ironman," have Shaw Brothers improve on this outrageous mix by adding kung-fu choreography, and then you have The Super Inframan, one of the most far-out, fantastical films ever made.  Starring a young Danny Lee, (John Woo's The Killer), the film pits Li as the thunderbolt-fisted Inframan battling maniacal monsters from the Earth's center lead by the evil Demon Princess Dragon Mum (Terry Liu).  Fights choreographed by the Tang Chia, and camera work by He Lan-shan (cinematographer on Bruce Lee's Way of the Dragon)
THE ALLNIGHTERS…

For the first time ever in the UK, and exclusively at SCI-FI-LONDON, we are screening all three of THE MATRIX movies, back-to-back, with their animated prequel ANIMATRIX.  As part of the 2005 all-nighter line-up, you can follow the adventures of Neo (Keanu Reeves), Morpheus (Laurence Fishburne) and Trinity (Carrie-Anne Moss) from Midnight ‘til nine in the morning.

The SCI-FI-LONDON All-nighters have become legendary at London’s Curzon SOHO cinema. Those attending these film marathons are helped through the night by complimentary coffee at the intervals, along with sleep-defying energy boosts kindly donated by REDBULL and BEN & JERRYS. 
Not only will London again see a fantastic night but the Matrix All-nighter goes on tour with SCI-FI-LONDON, playing in Edinburgh (19 Feb 2005), Liverpool (26 Feb 2005), York (5 Mar 2005) and Exeter (12 Mar 2005). 

The line-up is as follows:
THE ANIMATRIX (USA, 2003, Dir: Various)
The Animatrix is a collection of several animated short films, detailing the backstory of the "Matrix" universe, and the original war between man and machines which led to the creation of the Matrix.


THE MATRIX (USA, 1999, Dir: Wachowski Brothers)
A computer hacker learns from mysterious rebels about the true nature of his reality and his role in the war against the controllers of it.


THE MATRIX RELOADED (USA 2003, Dir: Wachowski Brothers)
Neo and the rebel leaders estimate that they have 72 hours until 250,000 probes discover Zion and destroy it and its inhabitants. During this, Neo must decide how he can save Trinity from a dark fate in his dreams.


THE MATRIX REVOLUTIONS (USA, 2003, Dir: Wachowski Brothers)
The human city of Zion defends itself against the massive invasion of the machines as Neo fights to end the war at another front while also opposing the rogue Agent Smith.


Tickets for this massive ‘adventure in wonderland’ go on sale on 5 January 2005 and are available from the Curzon box office on 020 7734 2255 or online at http://www.curzoncinemas.com.  Check the SCI-FI-LONDON website for details on the regional screenings.
The other all-nighter programmes include a full-on Animé selection (TBA) and a tribute to the legendary SHAW BROTHERS studio in Hong Kong and feature the following movies: SUPER INFRAMAN (Hong Kong, 1975, Dir: Shan Hua), OILY MANIAC (Hong Kong, 1976, Dir: Meng-Hwa Ho), THE MIGHTY PEKING MAN (Hong Kong, 1977, Dir: Meng-Hwa Ho) and MONKEY GOES WEST (Hong Kong, 1966, Dir: Meng-Hwa Ho)

Note to Editors
Now in its fourth year, SCI-FI-LONDON is the UK’s international film festival dedicated to sci-fi and fantastic film. The festival delivers a mix of movies new to the UK as well as a crop of rare classics, short films and events. For 2005, it has extended its West End run by two more days and takes place from Wed 2nd – Sun 6th February 2005 at the Curzon SOHO, Odeon Panton Street, Odeon Covent Garden, Prince Charles and UGC Trocadero.  The festival goes on tour for the first time in 2005 at four UK city venues. 
SCI-FI-LONDON is proud to have SFX, the UK’s best selling sci-fi and fantasy magazine, as its magazine sponsor and co-presenter of the All-nighters.

For more information on the festival, images, synopses and viewing tapes please contact Frazer Nash on 01296 712522 or 07788 971810 or Louis Savy (Festival Director) on 077537 46621

